
God’s Mission Our Mission: 
Our Judea and Samaria 

 
Strategy is important with any mission.  We have been looking at  

The pattern of Jesus and the strategy and method of His Mission. 
   Biblical theology of Mission, Acts 1:8, and then application 
 
Biblical Theology 
  Mission is rooted in the nature of God.  It begins with Himself because it is His very character.   
   I want to look at the focus is what God is going to do through His chosen agent.  

Missions is the sending activity of God with the purpose of reconciling to Himself, and 
bringing into His kingdom, fallen men and women for every tribe and nation where the 
Church is the primary agent of this mission.  God’s mission is our mission. 

 
Mission does not begin on the 1st page of the Bible.  4 “sinless” chapters Gen. 1-2 Rev 21-22 
   Mission begins in Genesis 3 when the Fall of man came and sin entered into the world.   
 
In Genesis 12 we have the divine call to Abram and a promise to bless him and the nations.   
  “a great nations…all will be blessed”   He is the chosen agent by and for God. 
  God even changes his name from Abram (father is exalted) to Abraham (father of a multitude) 

Then much of the patriarchal narratives indicate how this begins to take place. 
 
  The main focus is what God is going to do through His chosen agent. 

God moves beyond a man, to a family, then to a nation- Israel.       
        God choosing Israel is not in opposition to the other nations,  

His election of Israel is fundamental to His mission of being made known to all.  
God’s redemption is not restrictive to just one people group, 
 for His redemption plan eventually goes beyond the Hebrews and is extended to all. 

Israel is saved and redeemed for the particular purpose of: 
         worshiping Ex 3:12,   knowing Him Ex 6:6-8     
         being a light to the nations Is 49:1-6   God leads, restores and has a mission for Israel. 
      Acts 13:47  Paul and Barnabas used this verse in the witness 
God’s work in their life was not just about blessing and salvation and perseverance during the 
exile, but they had been given a role to be a light and witness.        Is 52:10 
 
The focus is what God is going to do through His chosen agent.  

God moved beyond a man, to a family, then to a nation, then to the Messiah. 
      Enter the Savior  John 17:3 
 
The main focus is what God is going to do through His chosen agent.  God moved beyond a 
man, to a family, then to a nation, the Messiah and then to the church.  The Great Commission. 
 
God’s mission: to be known and worshiped. 
The Church has a mission: we are sent into the world as: pilgrims, strangers, witness, salt and 
light so that Jesus would be known and worshiped. 
 
The saving work of Christ establishes the foundation of mission  

originating from the love of God the Father,  
 leading to the goal of mission which is redemption  

    and in redemption the purpose is to know God and worship Him alone. 
 



Acts 1:8 last week 
Map                   movement in such in terms of three phases.   

Jerusalem Acts 1-7       in the red 
Judea and Samaria Acts 8-12        in the green     . 
End of the earth 13-28      in the blue 
 

What Jesus did on earth personally and publically,  
        now the Holy Spirit does from within the believers personally and publically. 

This strategy of Jesus is geographical, ethnically, and theological in nature.  
Strategic point number one of missions: 

  Missions begins where you are, your home, your own people.   
Same place and same culture. 

 
We now look at… 
The second stage of missionary work.   Judea and Samaria Acts 8-12 

Two places liked by a single article.  These are the areas of the ancient kingdoms of 
Israel and Judea.  Jesus mapped out the missionary expansion that would extend 
beyond the natural borders of the disciples preferences. 

MAP  
 
He tells them to be witnesses in Judea, which is the entire area that surrounds Jerusalem.  
Judea was geographically close and was culturally near. 

Just like Jerusalem, Judea was also filled with mostly Jewish people at the time. 
 
Jesus mentions Samaria.  
Samaria was still geographically close but it was culturally different. 

In the Good Samaritan parable Samaritans and Jews did not get along. Samaritans were 
from the N Kingdom of Israel.  They lost their identity through intermarriage-  half Jews.  
They had different religious beliefs and family backgrounds, and customs. 

 
Strategic point number two of missions: 
 Missions moves to the surrounding area your life.   

Same place and different culture. 
 
Judea and Samaria was reached through a great number of individuals and significant events. 
One of the most important, though, was when new believers appeared in Samaria.   

Acts 9:31 Summarized the events 
 
 
Application 
Our Jerusalem- Each church had a different mission because of their location, history, social 
circumstances, people group, and placement in the redemptive historical timeline of God.  
   Map barron county 
 
Our Judea  
Being a witness farther from home but still within your culture. 

your extended family who live across the state 
Look in your neighborhoods 
your vacation home what you do every summer 
kids sports teams  
Arrowhead Bible Camp, Pregnancy Help center 



 
Our Samaria  
Being a witness to people who live close to your home but are part of a different culture. 
Are you involved in any kind of ministry to people who are culturally different to you, 
but ministers to someone living in your own local area? Examples: 

Befriending an international student at our local university 
Take a day trip to an food shelter, or some ministry like downtown Minneapolis. 

   The Majority World is now in our own back yard.   
         We encounter people of other ethnic backgrounds everywhere 
  Foreign Exchange Students living in their homes 
  Workers - Barron, has about 800 Somalis 
 
 
 
God has placed you here in His plan of redemption to be a witness. 
      The proclamation of His name and the saving purposes found in Jesus  

is to be lived in your mission field which is your home, neighborhood, your city. 
 
Just because it is a map, does not mean it will work.   
Each map has a purpose, a specific application.  This map will not help for a mountain trip. 
What map, what area has God called you to? 
 
 
Be a part of what God is doing today in our church and around the world. 
 
 


